THE MAHALANOBIS INTERNATIONAL AWARD
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
AND
THE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to document the terms and conditions
for the institution, management and administration of the Mahalanobis International Award given to an
individual for Lifetime Achievements in Statistics in a developing country or region. The nodal
authorities are: i) the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Government of the
Republic of India (hereafter referred to as MOS&PI) and ii) the International Statistical Institute located
in The Hague, The Netherlands (hereafter referred to as ISI). This MOU is an update and revision of
the earlier MOU dated September 2004, a copy of which is appended as an Annex.

BACKGROUND

1.

The 1Sl is an international statistical society that was founded in 1885, and its Permanent
Office is based in the Netherlands. The IS| family includes seven international societies
covering different areas of statistical science and more than 5,000 members from over 100
countries around the world. Many of the National Statistical Societies across the globe are
institutional members of the I1SI. The flagship event of the ISl is its biennial World Statistics
Congress.

MOSA&PI is the agency for planning integrated development of the statistical system in India.
The Ministry is entrusted with the main responsibilities, among others, for maintenance and
laying down of norms and standards in the field of statistics, preparation of national accounts,
compilation of Index of Industrial Production, conduct and organisation of large-scale sample
surveys, analysis and dissemination of statistical information on various sectors of the
economy, etc. The Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MOS&PI), Government of India is the nodal agency for coordinating all
statistical activities and providing advisory role to other Ministries and Departments and also
to State Governments for collection of statistical data and information.

India has made extensive contributions to the field of Statistics. A considerable amount of the
credit for India's leadership in Statistics over the last century is due to Professor P.C.
Mahalanobis and his incredibly varied contributions. He was the founding Director of the
world-famous Indian Statistical Institute. He had held the position of Statistical Advisor to the
Government of India and Member, Planning Commission, besides many other distinguished
appointments. The formulation of the D2-Statistic, derivation of its properties and its
application are some of his most profound contributions. He received the Weldon Medal from
Oxford University in 1944 and was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society, London, in 1945 for
his fundamental contributions to statistics, particularly in the area of large-scale sample
surveys. As Chairman of the United Nations Sub-Commission on Statistical Sampling, a
position to which he was appointed in 1947, he tirelessly advocated the use of sampling
methods to be extended to all parts of the world. As the Chairman of the UN Statistical
Commission, he also helped in the spread of robust and extremely useful statistical ideas to
other countries. As a pioneer to government planning, one of his meritorious contribution is
the setting up of the National Sample Survey (NSS) entrusted with key responsibilities for the
design, collection and analysis of sample survey data.

To recognise the contributions of Professor Mahalanobis in the field of Statistics, the Indian
Government had decided to institute an International Award. The Mahalanobis award
recognises an individual for Lifetime Achievements in Statistics in a developing country or
region. It is expected that the award will have the potential to attract, inspire and motivate
statisticians across the developing world to increase the quantity and improve the quality of
their contributions to the cause of promotion and development of statistics and its
applications.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS

a) Award: The Mahalanobis award will be given biennially at the IS| World Statistics Congress
(WSC). The award will constitute of a cash prize ', a memento with certificate, roundtrip
economy class return airfare, and per diem at UN rates to cover the expenses to participate at
the WSC.

b) Funds and their Management:The funding for the award is provided by the MOS&PI. An
amount of US$62,000 was transferred by the MOS&PI to the IS| on 14 August 2001 for
creation of the Corpus Fund. The cash prize and expenses will be paid out of the interest
earned from this fund and, when necessary, from the principal. The ISI will manage the Fund
and interest income and will provide, to the MOS&PI, an annual audited Income and
Expenditure Statement within three months of the closing of the financial year. The amount to
be invested and to be kept as liquid funds will be decided with a view to optimizing the earning
on the available funds and having required funds for expenditure on the award.

c) Management of the Award: The IS, in consultation with MOS&PI, has developed the criteria
and the nomination process for the award. The process will be updated over time by both
parties as necessary. The ISl will advertise the award widely through appropriate
announcements, including publications through its website and other relevant outlets and call
for nominations that are sent to all members, as well as to appropriate individuals and
institutions in developing countries. MOS&PI may give additional publicity in India on the basis
of material provided by the IS|. The award will be presented at the World Statistics Congress
(WSC), and the ISI will advertise the name of the winner and information about the award
ceremony before the WSC and during the Congress.

d) ISl Mahalanobis International Award Selection Committee: The winner of the award will
be selected by the ISI Mahalanobis International Award Selection Committee (MIASC). The
committee will have the following membership structure:

1. Chair
2. Five Members: One person each from the following five regions:
a) Australia, New Zealand, or North America
b) Latin America
c) Asia
d) Africa
e) Europe
3. Chair of ISI Awards Committee or Designate — Member ex officio
4, Director General, Central Statistics Office of India or Designate — Member ex officio
5. Director, International Statistical Institute - Member ex officio

The Chair of MCIAS to be designated by ISI EC, with the approval of the Ex Officio members. The
terms of the Chair and members will be for two years. Their terms will be reviewed after the first
two years, and they may be reappointed to a second two-year term. They can serve a maximum
of four years.

The MIASC will be constituted at least 8 months in advance of the upcoming WSC. The members
shall discuss the nominations via e-mail and recommend one name for the award to the S|
Executive Committee which shall make the final decision. The name of the winner shall be
communicated to the MOS&PI by the Director of the ISI.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The ISI and the MOS&PI recognise that cooperation and mutual and timely exchange of
relevant information will assist decision making in their countries.

2. Both sides will periodically exchange programme of activities relating to the Award.

' The amount of the cash prize will be determined by the MOS&PI in consultation with the ISI. The original
cash prize was US$5,000 and it was increased by MOS&PI to $7,500 in 2011 and to $10,000 in 2015.
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3. Any dispute related to this Award will be sorted out by mutual consultations.

4. In the event of discontinuation of the Award in future, the endowment fund including interest
earned minus award and costs paid out will be refunded to the MOS&PI.

5. This MOU may be amended by mutual consent through an exchange of correspondence
between the Secretary of MOS&PI, Government of India and President of the ISI.

DATE OF EFFECT (Entry into force)

6. This MOU will come into effect on from the date of signature by the two Sides and will remain
in force until either side delivers written notification to the other of its intention to terminate the
Memorandum in which case it will terminate three months after receipt of such notification.

Signed on the day 21 of July 2017 in two originals each in the Hindi and English languages, all texts
being equally authentic. In case of doubt in interpretation, the English text shall prevail. This replaces
earlier Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed on 24" September 2004.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the institutions affix their signatures

below;

For the Go ment of The Republic of India

Mr. D.P. Mondal

Additional Director General,

Central Statistics Office,

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation,
Government of India

Marrakesh, Morocco, dated the 21% July 2017

Gocdio PG

For the International Statistical Institute, The Hague,
The Netherlands,

Mr. Pedro Silva

President,

International Statistical Institute,

The Hague, The Netherlands

Marrakesh, Morocco, dated the 21 July 2017
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| ING (MOU) BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF
L] mwf" AND PROGRANRIE IMPLEMENTATION, GOVERNMENT OF
CISDA CAND CTHE INTERNAVIONAL  STATISTICAL | INSTECUTE (155,
VOONBURG.  THE NETHERLANDS FOR THE  INSTITUTION AND
VANAGEMENT OF TIHE INTERNATIONAL AWARD IN MEMORY OF
PROFESSOR P.C.MAHALANOBIS, i :

The Aliwsuy of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSEPI), Government of the
Hepublic of India and the International Statistical Institute (ISI), Voorburg, the Netherlands
hereafier refurred to as “the sides” have reached the folluwmg understanding for institution,
management and administration of International Award in memory of Prof, P.C. f\dahalanobls
for dev :,lcpmeﬂ{—oFStahsncs and promotion of best statistical pracnces

NPLEMENTING AUTHORITIES | .
1. Ahe nodal authorities are -the Intema ational Statistical Insututc (ISI), Voorburg, the

wetherlands and  the Ministry of Stalistics’ ‘and Programme Implcmenlatto.l
{MOSNPD), Gowmment of India, on behalf of Lhc Repubhc of Indm. .

)

ke

Ths Mmmry of Stau:stms and Programue. Implemcniatmn (MGS&.PI) Govermncnt of

India is the nadal agency for pi:mmnu integrated devalopmcm of the statistical system
in the country. The Ministry is entrusted with the main rcspunsibllmcs, among others,
of maintenance and laying down of norms and standands in the field of statistics,
preparation of national accounts, compilatien of Index of Industrial Production,
i o'admt“u‘id organisation of large-scale sample surveys; analysis and dissemination of
atistical information on various sectors of the cconomy, ete. The Ceniral Stﬁhsl:ca!
" Organisation  (CS0), Ministry of Statistics and ' Programme. Iraplementation
(MOS&PD, Government of India is the nodal agency for coordinating all statistical

ativities and providing advisory mols to other Ministries and Departmcnts for

gollection of statistical data and mmnnatton_

!\5

India has made 2 tremendous progress in the field of statistics which has its origin as a

statecrafl as far back as 3 Ccntury B.C. with the adopuon of procedures for

conducting agricultural, economic popufation Censuses. Professor P. C. Mahalanobis’s
contribution to the rsubject of statistics is mcrcdlbly varied. Professor P.C.

Mahaianobis had held the position of Statistical Advisor to the Government of India

and MMember, .Pla.n.nmg Commission, beside many other dlslmgulshcd appointments.
‘The formulation of the D*-Statistics, derivation of its properties and its application are

some of his most profound contributions. He received the Weldon Medal from Oxford.

an.rstty in 1944 and was elected a Fellow of the Royal Soc:ely. London, in 1945 for
iis fundamental contributions 1o statistics, particularly in the area of large-scale
camp!c surveys. As Chairman of the United Nations Sub—Cammmsmn on Statistical
Sampling, a 'position to which he wes appointed in 1947, he tirelessly advocated the
use of sampling methods to be extended to all parts ‘of the world. As the Chairman of
tha UN Statistical Commission, he also helped in the spread of robust and extremely
uselil siatistical ideas lo other countries. As o pioncer (0 govermnment planning, his

ﬁ"‘"‘ﬁ-_‘.@‘__u sund (o a number of initiatives in the de-cemralised planning, is meritorious,
v e them being the seting vp o the Mational Somnle Survey (NSS) cnteusted with
| & testonsibrilitios for theilasion, eolivbten wnd e 1:'\15 of samiple survey duta.



3. }l&cmgrxising the contributions of Profcssor P.,C.-Malmlanobis.iz'y;(hé__ﬁeid of Statistics,
it has been decided by the Indian Govemment 10 institzte an International Award in

" ths memory.of Prof, Mahalanobis for the life time contribution of selected: statistician

from the- developing countries (as defined by UN) who should also have cumed

_repniation in 4 developing country. This will have tie potential to aftract, inspire and
motivate statisticians across the developing world to increase the quaniity and improve
the quality of their contributions to the ‘cause of promotion and development of

statistical theory and its applications in real life situations.

:l.\

“The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) s 1o institute and lay
down modalities including procedures for the smooth administration of the Award and

nramotion of high quality research worlk in statistics in' developing countries and to

‘honour the great Statistician Professor P.C. Mahalanobis for hiis life time contribution

and rchicvements. The terms and conditions of International Award-ﬁvill be as follows: -

(a) Management of the Award: The International Statistical Institute (ISI), Voorburg,
' the Netherlands will manage and invest the one time Endowment Fund of 62
Thousand US $provided by the Ministry of Statistics and Programine Implementation
(MOS&PD), Government of Indiz, New Delhi in a-suiteble investment in order 0 eam
sufficient interest to meet the requirements of the Award i.e. trayel, accomodation, -
registration, pocket expenses tc. to the recipient of the award: The International
Statistical Institute-Mahalanobis Committee. on International Award in Statistics
{MCIAS) will supervise all aspecis of the Award including the investment of the
endowment funds. Funds that are not used in the awarding of the biennial prize
((i) prize amount plus (ii) economy class return airfare plus iii) per diem at UN rates)
will remain in the fund to counter potential inflation. The sides are to determine the
cequired balance between invested and liquid funds upon the investment capital’s’
wmiaturity date. The amount to be invested and to be kept as liguid funds would be
decided with a view to optimizing the caming on the available finds and having
required funds for expenditure on the award, SR
(1) Mahalanobis Committee on International Award, in Statistics (MCIAB): The
Mahalanobis Committee on Statistics (MCS) has been renamed as. ‘Mahalancbis
Committes on International Asvard in Statistics (MCIAS)'. The Commitiee has been
reconstituted with follawing members: ' il

i
{. Cheir (designated by ISI EC, with the appraval of the Ex Officio members)

2. Di&;ct_df, ISI, Voorburg, the Netherlands/ - . Mcmﬁér’ ex officio
His Designce i
3 Dtrector General, Central Statistical fihem : Memb&fex officio

Organisation (India)

4, Member Region.Repmscnmti'.'es (from hlay 1, 2005) :

oy Aupstralia, New Zealand and North America - One Member

by Senth Amerea’ eoly Orie Member
¢l ASLR : - One Member




- One Member
- = OneMember

dy A dvica
¢} Europe

The member regions and 'their reprosentatives will be reviewed on a 2 year basis, Each
sepresentative member on e 1S1 Mahalanobis Commillee should como from a
- difTerent-continent. The-memibers. scrve.one. term. of two years, which can be repeated
_once more, allowing the members 1o serve two terms for a total of four years. The
Chairman may. refuse. the second term of any member if they are inactive. The
| Chairmon may also appoint 4 replacerment if necessery. o e

(c) Jury for Award: The Newly constituted Mahalanobis Committee on, International
Award in Statistics (MCIAS) shall function as a Jury for the /Mghalanobis
International Award, Candidates can nominate themselves for the award, accompanied
by a support of two referees. Their names can also be proposed by their institution or
National Statistical Office, or. National Statistical Society or the Jury can idenfify
candidates, The Selection of the ‘Awardeés from the developing countries will be
decided by the Jury and the decision of the jury shall be final. The selection process to
‘decide upon the successful nominee is the responsibility of the Chairman and’ the

. Mahalanobis Committee. The Chairman may conduct a second round of voting if the :

 competition is very closé, such that the Commitiee decides between the top -norainecs.
 Renominations are allowed for individuais who have been nominated for a previous

edition of the prize. The Prize winner, ‘however, cannot be nominated again:. All
' members of the Jury should be from ISImembers. . i kit

(1) Pablicity for the Professor Mahalanobis Asvards Suitable announcements/publicity
* programimes will be drawn up by the International Statistical Institute (ISD), Voarburg, -
\ithe Netherlands for wide publicity of the Award including publications in yarious
' Joumnzls as-well as through its Members, both instiftutional and otherwise in- the

" developing countries. The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation

 (MOS&PD), Government of India may give additional publicity'in India on the basis of

" materinl ~provided’ by International Statistical Instinate . (ISD), Voorburg, the
| Netherlands. Rl i _ G B e e

" held in Berlinin August 2003.

(&) Doviod of the Award: Biennial. The First Award was given in the IST Séssion of 2003

{t}*SQ]eﬂiﬁn--ut-th& Mﬁhﬁmmbis Award: The Mnhnlnhob.is".Cpmmjﬂcc’ on In!eﬁqqpiannl
. Award in Statistics (MCIAS) would meet physically or, preferably consult; by E-mail

' cammunication, to avoid costs, at least 6 months in advance of the succeeding biennial

. Gession of the Intemational Statistical Institute (ISI) at Y oorburg, the Nethetlands in
| order to. propose suitable candidate(s) for receiving the Award. ‘The - International
 Statistical Institute (ISI) at Yoorbure, the Netherlands would provide necessdry details

| io the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation about the applicants
. including the sclected candidate after the - ztion process is over. Al

1) Tha Ministry of Statistics and Programme lmplmenlaﬁcn'(MO"S&.-PI].' Government of
i will release an asiount o 62 ‘Thousand US & 1o Intemationai Statistical Institute

(imid, Voorburg, the eotherlnnds for creation of Corpus Fund and out of the samed
fiseest, | Mohalanobis  Intematienat Award  will be| maneged bieanialy. The



