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Subject: Mechanisms for Recongciliation of Divergent Datasets -reg

Synchronization of data/datasets collected and disseminated by the Central
Ministry/Departments/Organisations, and State administrative
Departments/Organisations, has been a long felt need in the National Statistics Cffice
(NSO). In the recent few months, this Ministry has received a couple of references from
NITI Aayog, among others, requesting it 1o reconcile the definitional divergences
between important surveys, undertaken by two different Central Ministry/Departments.

2, Principle 3 of the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics
(UNFPOS), as adopted by the Government of India in 2016, provides for facifitating a
correct interpretation of the data, the statistical agencies are to present information
according to scientific standards on the sources, methods and procedures of the
statistics. After a detailed deliberation on this matter, and in pursuance of this Minisiry’s
various mandates inter alia as laid down in the Allocation of Business Rules {AoBRj,
1961, viz. "Laying down and maintenance of norms and standards in the field of
statistics, evolving concepts, definitions and methedology of data collection, processing
of data and dissemination of results”, it has been decided to institutionalise a mechanism
for reconciliation of divergent datasets in the NSC.

2 Now, therefore, the Central Ministry/Departments/Organisations, and State/UT
Departments/Organisations, may make references of any matters relating to data/
definitional divergences to this Division of NSO, for suggesting ways and means of
harmonious resolution of these divergences, or credibly explaining the reasons for such
divergences. The NSO, however, may also take suo moto cognizance of such
divergences for their appropriate resoiution. The aforementioned resolution of
divergences shall be arived upon in consultation with the stakeholder
Ministry/Department/Organisations, including the Division{(s) of NSQ. These resolution
may also be placed before National Statistical Commission {NSC) for their guidance, if
divergence persisis.

4. _ ASPD would act as the Nodai Division for this exercise under the overall
supervision of DG (Data Governance) in NSO. The import of the OM comes to the force
with immediate effect.

5. A detailed Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for referring the matters of data
divergences to NSO for their harmonious resolution is placed at Annexure L

8. This issues with the approval of Competent Autharity.

Dr. Pankaj K P Shreyaskyr
DDG (ASPD)



Annexure |

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for referring the matters of
data divergences to NSO for their harmonious resolution

India is a signatory to the Special Data Dissemination Standards (SDDS) of
the IMF, and as such India meets the requirement of timeliness and other relevant
guidelines in this regard. In the interest of monitorable elements of the SDDS for
access, integrity, and quality emphasize transparency in the compilation and
dissemination of statistics.

2 The central Ministry/Departments/Organisations, and the State/UT
Department/Organisations, are required o disseminate documentation on mandate
of data collection, quality standards, statistical methodology, in the National
metadata Structure (NMDS) prescribed by the NSO. The dissemination of the
data/datasets, along with their metadata details as per NMDS, on the one hand is
likely to bring consistency of various concept, definition, methodologies etc. used in
the data life cycle at all levels in the longer run, it may be a provenance for
atiributing reasons for data divergences, on the other hand, in the Indian National

Statistical System (INSS).

3. Thecentral Ministry/Departments/Organisations, and the State/UT
Department/Organisations, through their Statistical Advisors (SAs) or any other
designated officers as decided by the competent authority, may refer the matter of
data/ definitional divergence along with a background note and possible
explications, if any to this Division.

4. On receiving such references, ASPD, NSO, will analyse the case and
propose plausible resolution(s), in consulfation with the stakeholders, including
with the Division(s} of NSO, as also through seeking inputs from the research
institutions, already engaged with the NSO, through NSO's Reaserch Analysis Unit
(RAU), for the consideration of DG (Data Governance), NSO.

5. DG (Data Governance), NSO, may convene as many meetings of the
stakeholders, as may be necessary, for suggesting resolution. Any other special
invitee(s) may also be invited with the competent approval, if any domain specific
inputs are required for arriving on to such resolution.

6. The appropriate resolution of data divergences, may be suggested to the
concerned ceniral  Ministry/Departments/Organisations, and the State/UT
Department/Organisations for their consideration.

7 . The stakeholder Ministry/Departments/Organisations, and the State/UT
Department/Organisations are expected to keep the NSO informed about the
manner of the disposal of its recommendations regarding data divergences.



