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Office Memorandum

Subject: Statistical Quality Assessment Framework (SQAF) for the products and processes
~produced by the Central Ministries/ Departments/State/ UT Governments

Fueled by technological advancements and increased demands for detailed and timely data
for policy-making, various new data sources have emerged in recent years. The new data
ecosystem poses several challenges and opportunities for official statistics. Quality of produced
data/statistics is one such challenge. To address the issue, a need for a Statistical Quality
Assessment Framework (SQAF) that aims to address quality dimensions of data in different
circumstances and situations can hardly be overemphasized.

2. Based on the UN National Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF) 2019, Ministry of
Statistics & Programme implementation (MoSPI), has developed a Statistical Quality Assessment
Framework (SQAF). The SQAF aims to bring in improvement in the National Statistical System
by laying down quality parameters and corresponding good practices for statistical processes and
products.

3. The SQAF provides a comprehensive framework covering possible aspects of the
coordination of the statistical system, the legal support and provisions, laying down roles and
responsibilities of various constituent agencies of the statistical system, and the institutional
arrangements and mechanisms to ensure adherence to various Fundamental Principles of Official
Statistics covering the environment and the statistical processes involved in the generation of
Official Statistics. '

4. The SQAF was circulated amongst the Department of School Education & Literacy
(DoSEL), Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME), Government of India,
Government of Odisha and Government of Rajasthan, for taking up the self-assessment of some
of the products generated by them and providing their comments. Based on the observations of the
DoSEL, MSME, and the Governments of Odisha and Rajasthan, the SQAF has been updated.
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5. The Ministries/Departments, and State/UT Governments are required to assess all their
data/statistical products and processes generated by them initially within three months of the issue
of this OM. The assessment may be done at the requirement level by reporting as “Full
Compliance” (Score-1), or “Partial Compliance” (Score-0.5), or “No Compliance (Score-0).
Thereafter, the SQAF exercise for their all products may be taken up every year in the month of
January. The assessment of the products and processes on SQAF, may be used by the
Ministries/Departments, and State/UT Governments, for making improvements in the processes
leading to improved quality parameters of the data and official statistics in India. A copy of the -
assessment exercise may be shared with the MoSPI at email pimd-coord@mospi.gov.in for
records.

6. The SQAF assessment kit (assessment kit) and the SQAF Guidelines (guidelines),
including their updated version, whenever revised, would be available in public domain at
https://www.mospi.gov.in/. The Ministries/Departments, and State/UT Governments may also
download the assessment kit and the guidelines from the aforementioned website for their usages.

7. The Administrative Statistics and Policy Division (ASPD) in MoSPI (email pimd-
coord@mospi.gov.in; telephone- 011-23455610) may be contacted for any clarification in the
matter.

8. This issues with the approval of competent authority.

Encl:
1. SQAF assessment kit
2. SQAF Guidelines

P Shieyaskar
Deputy Dfrector iGeneral

1. Secretaries of the Ministries/Departments
2. Chief Secretaries of the State/UT Governments
(As per the standard list)
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