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Preface

The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) has been carrying out all-India surveys
quinquennially on consumer expenditure, employment & unemployment.

The fifth quinquennial survey on consumer expenditure, employment & unemployment was
conducted during the 50th round (July1993-Junel994) of NSS. The present report is based on
data collected in that round. The previous four quinquennial surveys were conducted during the
27th (October 1972 - September 1973), the 32nd (July 1977 - June 1978), the 38th (January-
December 1983) and the 43rd (July 1987 - June 1988) rounds. The concepts used for this survey
were essentially similar to that adopted in the previous quinquennial rounds to facilitate
comparability of estimates.

This report attempts comparative analysis of levels of monthly per capita expenditure, land
cultivation, etc., of the households and of ‘Labour Force Participation’ of persons belonging to
various religious groups at all India level and for the major states. Seven religious groups have
been considered for the study viz., the Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists and
the Parsis. The report consists of four chapters and related tables. Chapter 1 is introductory,
Chapter 2 sets out the conceptual framework, Chapter 3 gives the sample design and estimation
procedure adopted in the survey and Chapter 4 gives the main findings of the report.

The field work of the survey was done by the Field Operations Division, data processing and
tabulation work were carried out by the Data Processing Division and the Computer Centre,
respectively. The Survey Design and Research Division was responsible for designing the survey
and preparation of the report.

I am thankful to the members of the Working Group for their valuable guidance at various
phases of the survey work starting from finalisation of the sample design/schedules of enquiry to
preparation of this report. I am also thankful to the members of the Governing Council, Heads
of various Divisions of NSSO and their colleagues for the efforts in preparing the report which, 1
am sure, will serve as a reference document to planners and policy makers.

June, 1998 S. Ray
Chief Executive Officer

National Sample Survey Organisation
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Highlights

The survey collected information on
religions followed by each household.
Seven main religions were considered for
the survey. They were Hinduism, Islam,
Christianity, Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism
and  Zoroastrianism.  Among  them
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity were
found to be the three major religions in
India. The other religious groups were
concentrated in a few states and union
territories. During 1993-94, about 86% of
rural households were following Hinduism
and 9% Islam. In wurban areas, the
corresponding percentages were 80 and 14,
respectively. Only 2 to 3 per cent of
households reported to follow Christianity.

The sex ratio was the highest among the
Christians (998 in rural and 984 in urban
areas) followed by the Muslims (rural: 960;
urban: 909) and the Hindus (rural: 941;
urban: 900).

The size of an average Indian household
has been estimated as 4.9 and 4.4 in rural
and urban areas, respectively. Both the
Hindu and Christian households had sizes
less than or equal to the national average
while the size of the Muslim households
was above the national average in both the
sectors.

In rural India, the proportion of persons
belonging to the bottom two deciles of
MPCE was the maximum for the Muslims
(20%) followed by the Hindus (19%) and
the Christians (16%). On the contrary, the
proportion of persons belonging to the top
two deciles was 31% for the Christians
followed by the Hindus (19%) and the
Muslims (15%). As in rural India, a similar
order among these religious groups is
observed in urban India.

The proportion of landless households was
highest for the Christians (51%) followed
by the Muslim (49%) and the Hindus
(37%). The proportion of marginal farmer
households were 35 to 36% for these
religious groups. Between the period 1987-
88 and 1993-94, the proportion of
households cultivating land less than 1.00

hectare and particularly, the landless
households have increased.
In rural areas, ‘self-employment in

agriculture’ was the mainstay for all the
religious groups. The proportion of rural
labour households varied from 35
(Muslims) to 40% (Christians). In urban
areas, the proportion of households, among
all ‘types’, depending on ‘regular wage
salary’ was the highest for the Christians
(54%) and the Hindus (46%) whereas
majority of the Muslim households (48%)
depended on ‘self-employment’ for their
livelihood.

The age distribution for the Muslims are
over-burdened with children as compared
to the Hindus and the Christians. The share
of aged population to total is also lowest
among the Muslims and highest among the
Christians.

The Christians had the highest literary rate
and the rate among the Hindus was higher
than that among the Muslims. Compared to
1987-88, the school attendance rate had
increased for all the school going age
groups between 5 to 24 years during 1993-
94.

The WPR among the rural males was
highest for the Hindus (559) followed
closely by the Christians (554). For rural
females, although the WPRs among the
Christians (360) and the Hindus (346) were



close to each other, they were lower than
the males. The corresponding rates for the
Muslims were considerably low both for
males (494) and females (162). In urban
India, the WPRs among the males were
close to each other for all the three major
religious groups. Further, WPRs were much
higher among Christian women than among
their Hindu and Muslim sisters.

The quality of workforce in terms of
educational level is much better for the
Christians than that for the Hindus and the
Muslims and also, the Hindus are better off
than the Muslims.

Compared to all-household, the WPR was
marginally lower for the landless
households and was marginally higher for
the marginal farmer households.

In the rural areas, the proportion of workers
engaged in the °‘agriculture’ sector was
highest among the Hindus and lowest
among the Muslims. In the urban areas, a
large section of workers was engaged in the
‘tertiary’ sector. In general, the proportion
of workers had increased for the ‘tertiary’
sector between the periods 1987-88 and
1993-94.

Among the educated (secondary & above),
the unemployment rate was as high as 16 to
19 for female as against 6 to 7% for males.
Since 1987-88, the unemployment rate
among the educated decreased for the
Hindus and the Christians, and increased
for the Muslims in 1993-94 in rural areas.
The urban rate did not show any uniform
trend.



Chapter One

Introduction

1.0 The National Sample Survey Organisation
(NSSO) carried out its fifth quinquennial survey
on employment - unemployment and household
consumer expenditure in its 50th round
conducted during the period July 1993 to June
1994. Based on the data collected from the
‘central sample’ (i.e. the samples surveyed by
NSSO), six reports on employment -
unemployment have already been brought out.
The present report, deals with the employment -
unemployment situation of the people belonging
to different religions. For each household
surveyed, the religion followed by the head of
the household was collected. The religion of the
head was considered as the religion of the
household irrespective of the religion of other
members. Seven religions viz. Hinduism, Islam,
Christianity, Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism and
Zoroastrianism were considered for data
collection. Some results like, distribution of
households,  population;  distribution  of
households by household type, land cultivated
class, monthly per capita expenditure class and
the worker population ratio, proportion
unemployed, etc. have been obtained for each
religions from the survey.  Utilising this
information, some selected tables by religious
group were generated. This report is based on
the tables thus generated from the central
sample data.

1.1 Geographical Coverage : The fifth
quinquennial survey covered the entire Indian
Union excepting certain interior areas of
Nagaland and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. In
the state of Jammu & Kashmir, only 3 districts,
namely, Jammu, Kathua and Udhampur could
be surveyed out of a total of 14 districts in the
state. Thus, estimates for the corresponding
state/union territory as well as for the country
presented in this report are based on the areas
other than those left out from the survey.

1.2 Sample Size : The survey altogether
covered 115,409 households (69,230 rural and

46,179 urban households) spread over 6983
sample villages and 4670 urban blocks in the
central sample. Out of these 115,409
households surveyed at the national level ,
91,507 households belonged to Hinduism,
12,090 households to Islam, 6,536 households
to Christianity, 2,582 households to Sikhism,
442 households to Jainism and 997 households
belonged to Buddhism. The survey could
capture only 36 households in the sample at the
all-India level, reporting Zoroastrianism as their
religion.

1.3 It is evident that the sample sizes pertaining
to the religious groups other than those
following Hinduism, Islam and Christianity are
considerably small even at the all-India level
and that too are concentrated in certain
states/u.t’s. The estimates based on such small
samples may not reveal the true situation and
hence any estimate relating to these religious
groups is to be used with a great deal of caution.
In this report, therefore, the estimates are given
for 15 major states and all-India only. However,
the estimates for all-India are inclusive of all the
states and union territories.

1.4 Contents of the Report : The present
report consists of four chapters including this
introductory first chapter. The next chapter
describes the conceptual framework of the
survey. While Chapter Three describes the
sample design and estimation procedure adopted
in the survey, main findings on employment -
unemployment  situation among different
religious groups and their broad household and
population characteristics are discussed in
Chapter Four. Summary statements relating to
15 major states are given at the end of Chapter
Four. The detailed tables for all-India are given
in the Appendix.
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Chapter Two

Conceptual Framework

2.1 The NSSO surveys on employment and
unemployment aim to measure the extent of
‘employment’” and  ‘unemployment’ in
quantitative terms disaggregated by various
household and population characteristics . The
persons surveyed are classified in to various
activity categories on the basis of the activities
pursued by them during certain specified
reference periods. Three reference periods are
used in these surveys. These are (i) one year,
(i1) one week and (iii) each day of the week.
Based on these three periods three different
measures are arrived at. These are termed as
usual status, current weekly status, and the
current daily status . As far as this report is
concerned, the estimates of employment -
unemployment indicators have been obtained
from the data collected in the usual status
approach. Therefore, the concepts of usual
status are described below.

2.2 Classification according to Usual Status.
In this approach the status of activity on which
a person spent relatively longer time of the
preceding 365 days from the date of survey is
considered as the principal usual status activity
of the person. Accordingly, a person is con-
sidered  ‘working

Usual  Status or employed’ if the
Principal Status and person was
Subsidiary Status

engaged for a
relatively longer time during the past year in
any one or more work-related activities
(economic  activities). The person is
considered as ‘seeking or available’ for work
or ‘unemployed’ if the person was not working
but was either seeking or was available for
work for a relatively longer time during the
past year. If the person was engaged in any

non-economic activities for a relatively longer
time of the reference year he/she is considered
as ‘out of labour force’. The specific activity
category is determined on the basis of time
spent criterion. i.e. the activity on which major
time was spent being assigned as the usual
status activity. A person categorised as
‘worker’ or ‘employed’ on the basis of the
principal status is called a ‘principal status
worker’ or ‘principal status employed’. A
person categorised as a non-worker (i.e.
unemployed or out of labour force) who
pursued some economic activity in a subsid-
iary capacity is called a ‘subsidiary status
worker’ or ‘subsidiary status employed’.
These two groups viz. principal status workers
and subsidiary status workers together
constitute ‘all workers’ according to the usual
status classification.

The various activity categories along with the
codes used for usual status classification are
given in the box below.

code description

[activities for working(employed) persons]

11 worked in household enterprise

(self-employed) as an own account worker
12 worked in household enterprise (self- employed) as
an employer
21 worked in household enterprise as a helper
31  worked as regular salaried/wage employee
41  worked as casual labour in public works
51  worked as casual labour in other types of

works

[unemployed]

81  seeking or available for work
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[out of labour force activities]

91  attended educational institutions
92  attended domestic duties only
93  attended domestic duties and was also enga-  ged

in free collection of goods (vegetables, roots,
fire-wood, etc. for household )
94  rentiers, pensioners, remittance recipients, etc.

95  not able to work due to disability
96  beggars, prostitutes, etc.

97  others

99  infants of age 0-4 years.

Activities coded 11-51 are those applicable for
persons who are classified as workers while
91-99 apply to those who are out of labour
force. Detailed definitions of these categories
are given elsewhere in this section. Code 81 is
assigned to an unemployed.

2.3 As can be seen in the above paragraph,
central to the concept of identifying a worker
is the engagement in any economic activity.
The concept of economic activity as used in
the NSS is explained now.

Economic activity is any activity that results
in production of goods and services that adds
value to national product.
Concept Such activities include pro-
of duction of all goods and ser-
economic vices for market i.e. produc-
activity .
tion for pay or profit and the
production of primary com-
modities for own consumption and own
account production of fixed assets, among the
non-market activities. The entire spectrum of
human activity falls in two categories: eco-
nomic and non-economic activities. The
economic activities have two parts:- market
activities and non-market activities. Market
activities are those that involve remuneration
to those who perform it i.e. activity performed
for pay or profit. These are essentially
production of goods including those of Gov-

ernment services etc. Non market activities are
the production for own consumption of
primary products and own account production
of fixed assets. The full spectrum of economic
activities as defined in the UN system of
National Accounts is not covered in the defini-
tion adopted for the current survey or in the
previous surveys. The term economic activity
as adopted in the 50™ round survey include:

1) All  the market activities
described above i.e. the activities
performed for pay or  profit which result
in production of goods and services for ex-
change.

i1) Of the non-market activities,

a) all the activities relating to the
agricultural sector (industry section 0 of
NIC 1987) which results in production
(including gathering of uncultivated crops,
forestry, collection of firewood, hunting,
fishing etc.) of agricultural produce for
consumption and

b) the activities relating to  the
own-account production of fixed assets.
Own account production of fixed assets
include construction of own houses, roads,
wells, etc., and of machinery, tools etc. for
household enterprise and also construction
of any private or community facilities free
of charge. A person may be engaged in
own-account construction either in the
capacity of a labour or a supervisor.

2.4 In this context, it may be noted that
hitherto in NSS the term used was ‘gainful
activity’. The above definition is very close to
the ‘gainful activity’ concept except for the
inclusion of own-account production of fixed
assets. The contribution of this component was
found to be negligible from a separate tabula-
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tion of this component in the 43" round survey
and as such the comparability of the survey
results will be unaffected by this change.

2.5 According to the international standards
the term ‘economically active population’
comprises of persons of either sex who furnish
the supply of labour for production of goods
and services as defined in the United Nations
system of national accounts and balances
during a specified time reference period.
According to these systems, the production of
goods and services includes all production and
processing of primary products, whether for
market, for barter or for own consumption, the
production of all other goods and services for
the market and, in the case of households
which produce such goods and services for the
market, the corresponding production for own
consumption." The definition adopted in the
NSS follow the above approach very closely
except for the ‘processing of primary
commodities for own consumption by the
producers of these items’ which is not covered
by the NSS definition. Further the
international  standards use the term
‘economically active population’ as a generic
term and use two other measures viz. the
‘usually active population’ in relation to a long
reference period such as a year and the
‘currently active population’ measured in
relation to a short reference period such as a
week or a day. Generally the term ‘labour
force’ is used to denote the currently active
population. In this report the term labour force
is meant to imply the population comprising
the employed and the unemployed. In
conventional terms, the employed,

1 Surveys of econo-mically

active population, employment,
unemployment and
underemployment: An ILO manual
on concepts and me-thods, I L O
, Geneva, 1990.

unemployed and those in the labour force are
defined as follows.

2.6 Workers or Employed : Persons who are
engaged in any economic activity or who
despite their attachment to economic activity
have abstained for reason of illness, injury or
other physical disability, bad weather,
festivals, social or religious functions or other
contingencies necessitating temporary absence
from work constitute workers. Unpaid helpers
who assist in the operation of an economic
activity in the household farm or non-farm
activities are also considered as workers.

2.7 Seeking or Available for Work or
Unemployed : Persons who owing to lack of
work had not worked but either sought work
through employment exchanges,
intermediaries, friends or relatives or by
making applications to prospective employers
or expressed their willingness or availability
for work under the prevailing condition of
work and remuneration are considered as those
‘seeking or available for work or as
unemployed’.

2.8 Labour Force and Those Out of Labour
Force : Persons who are either ‘working’ or
seeking or available for work (i.e.
unemployed) during the reference period
constitute the labour force. Persons who were
neither working and at the same time were not
seeking nor available for work during the
reference period are considered to be ‘ out of
labour force’. The persons under this category
are students, those engaged in domestic duties,
rentiers, pensioners, recipients of remittances,
those living on alms, infirm or disabled, too
young or too old, prostitutes, smugglers etc.,
and casual workers not working due to
sickness etc.. However a domestic servant who
is considered as a member of the employer’s
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household is treated as a worker though he/she
may be performing only household chores.

2.9 The status of persons engaged in
various economic activities are classified as
follows.

2.9.1 Self-employed in Household
Enterprises: Persons who operate their
own farm or non-farm enterprises or are
engaged independently in a profession or
trade on own-account or with one or a few
partners are self-employed in household
enterprises. The essential feature of self-
employment is that the remuneration is
determined wholly or mainly by sales or
profits of the goods or services which are
being produced. The self-employed persons
are further categorised into three groups.

(a) Own-Account Workers: They are
the self-employed persons who operate
their enterprises on their own account or
with one or a few partners and who during
the reference period by and large, run their
enterprise without hiring any labour. They
may, however, have unpaid helpers to assist
them in the activity of the enterprise.

(b) Employers: The self-employed
persons who work on their own account or
with one or a few partners and by and large
run their enterprise by hiring labour.

(¢c) Helpers in Household Enterprises:
The helpers are mostly family members
who keep themselves engaged in their
household enterprises, working full or part
time and do not receive any regular salary
or wages in return for the work. They do
not run the enterprise on their own, but
assist the related person living in the same
household running the enterprise. Here it is
to be noted that a departure was made in the
case of identifying ‘helpers’ from the

earlier surveys. Persons who worked in the
capacity of ‘helpers’ but had a share in their
family earnings were not considered as
‘helpers’ in the earlier rounds, but are con-
sidered so in the present survey.

2.9.2 Regular Salaried/Wage Employee:
Persons working in other’s farm or
non-farm enterprises, both household and
non-household, and getting in return salary
or wages on a regular basis (and not on the
basis of daily or periodic renewal of work
contract) are the regular salaried/wage
employees. This category not only includes
persons getting time wage but also persons
receiving piece wage or salary and paid
apprentices, both full time and part-time.

2.9.3 Casual Labour: A person casu-ally
engaged in other’s farm or non-farm
enterprises (both household and non-
household) and getting in re-turn wage
according to the terms of the daily or
periodic work contract is a casual labour.
Depending on whether they are so
employed in ‘public works’ sponsored by
Govt. agencies or local bodies or in other
types work, the casual workers are
classified into the two groups viz. Casual
labour in public works and casual workers
in other types of work.

2.10 Certain other terms related to the
different types of ‘labour’ are now explained.

2.11 Manual Work : A job essentially
involving physical labour is considered as
manual work. However, jobs essentially
involving physical labour but also requiring a
certain level of general, professional,
scientific, or technical education are not
termed manual work. On the other hand, jobs
not involving much of physical labour and at
the same time not requiring much educational
background as above, are treated as manual
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work. Thus engineers, doctors etc. are not
considered as manual workers even though
their jobs involve some amount of physical
labour. But peons, chowkidars, watchman, etc.
Are considered as manual workers even
though their work involve much less physical
labour. In the NSS, the manual work is
specifically defined a as work pursued in one
or more of the following occupational groups
of the  National Classification  of
Occupations.(1968):

Division 5 - Service workers:

Group 52,53,54,55,56 and family
570,574,579

Division 6 -Farmers, Fishermen, Hunters,
loggers, and related workers:

Group 63,64,65,66,67,68

Division 7-8-9 production and related
workers, Transport equipment operators and
labourers.

2.12 Wage Paid Manual Labour : A person
who does manual work in return for wages in
cash or kind or partly in cash and partly in
kind (excluding exchange labour) is a wage
paid manual labour. Persons who are self
employed doing manual work is not treated as
a wage paid manual labour.

2.13 Agricultural Labour : A person is
considered engaged in agricultural labour if
he/she follows one or more of the following
agricultural occupations in the capacity of a
wage paid manual labour, whether paid in cash
or kind or both:

(i) farming

(ii) dairy farming

(ii1) production of any horticultural commodity
(iv) raising of livestock, bees or poultry

(v) any practice performed on a farm as
incidental to or in conjunction with farm
operations (including forestry and timbering)
and the operation for market and delivery to
storage or to market or to carriage for
transportation to market of farm produce.
Carriage for transportation refers to the first
stage of the transport from farm to the first
place of disposal. Working in fisheries is
excluded from agricultural labour.

2.14 Rural Labour : Manual labour, living in
rural areas, working in agricultural and/or non-
agricultural occupations in return for wages
paid either in cash or in kind (excluding
exchange labour) is considered as rural labour.
Thus rural labour includes both agricultural
labour and other labour.

2.15 Cultivation : All activities relating to
production of crops and related ancillary
activities are considered as cultivation.
Growing of trees, plants or crops as plantation
or orchards (such as rubber, cashew, coconut,
pepper, coffee, tea etc.) are not considered as
cultivation activities for the purpose. In
general, the activities covered under industry
groups 000-008 are considered as cultivation.

2.16 Procedural Changes in the Present
Survey: Apart from the changes in the
definition and classification of the economically
active persons mentioned above, a few other
procedural  aspects introduced in  the
classification of usual status and current weekly
and daily status are explained now. These
changes, it may be seen , do not in any way
affect the comparability of the survey estimates
with that of the previous rounds.

In the past, for the identification of
the usual status based on the major time crite-
rion, a trichotomous classification of the popula-
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tion was followed. i.e. a person is classified into
one of the three broad groups ‘employed’,

‘unemployed’ and out of labour force’ based on
the major time criterion. In this round, the
procedure prescribed is a two stage
dichotomous procedure which involves a
classification into ‘labour force’ and ‘out labour
force’ in the first stage and thereafter the labour
force into ‘employed’ and ‘unemployed’ in the
second stage. While this could marginally affect
the principal and subsidiary classification
theoretically, it can be seen that the ‘all
workers’ would remain the same.
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Sample Design And Estimation Procedure

3.1 The sample design adopted for this round
of survey was similar to that followed' in the
past surveys in its general aspects. The general
scheme was a stratified two- stage design with
the first stage units being villages in the rural
areas and urban frame survey blocks (UFS) in
the urban areas. The second stage units were
the households.

3.2 Sampling Frame for First Stage Units:
The frame used for selection of first stage units
in the rural sector was the 1991 census list of
villages for all the four sub-rounds for 8
states/u.t.s viz. Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal and Chandigarh.
However for Agra district of U.P. and the three
districts, viz. Durg, Sagar, and Morena of
M.P., samples were drawn using 1981 census
list of villages. For Jammu & Kashmir samples
for all the 4 sub-rounds were drawn using the
1981 census list as the 1991 census was not
conducted in the state. For the remaining 23
states/u.t.s, the frame was 1991 census list for
sub-rounds 2 to 4 and 1981 census list for
sub-round 1 as the 1991 census list was not
available for use at the time of drawing the
samples. As usual, for Nagaland the list of vil-
lages within 5 kms. of the bus route and for
Andaman and Nicobar Islands the list of
accessible villages constituted the frame. In
the case of urban sector the frame consisted of
the UFS blocks and, for some newly declared
towns where these were not available, the
1991 census enumeration blocks were used.

1 Sampling Design and estimation
procedure for 50th Round NSS
(Mimeographed, National Sample Survey
Organisation, 1994)

3.3 Region Formation and Stratification:
States were divided into regions by grouping
contiguous districts similar in respect of
population density and cropping pattern. In
rural sector each district was treated a separate
stratum if the population was below 2 million
and where it exceeded 2 million, it was split
into two or more strata. This cut off point of
population was taken as 1.8 million (in place
of 2 million) for the purpose of stratification
for districts for which the 1981 census frame
was used. In the urban sector, strata were
formed, within each NSS region on the basis
of population size class of towns. However for
towns with population of 4 lakhs or more the
urban blocks were divided into two classes
viz. one consisting of blocks inhabited by
affluent section of the population and the other
consisting of the remaining blocks.

3.4 Selection of First Stage Units: Selection
of sample villages was done circular system-
atically with probability proportional to
population and sample blocks circular system-
atically with equal probability. Both the
sample villages and the sample blocks were
selected in the form of two or more
independent  sub-samples. In  Arunachal
Pradesh the procedure of cluster sampling has
been followed. Further large villages/blocks
having present population of 1200 or more
were divided into a suitable number of hamlet-
groups/ sub-blocks having equal population
content. Two hamlet- groups were selected
from the larger villages while one sub-block
was selected in urban sector for larger blocks.

3.5 Selection of Households: While listing the
households in the selected villages, certain
relatively affluent households were identified
and considered as second stage stratum 1 and
the rest as second stage stratum 2. A total of
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10 households were surveyed from the
selected village/hamlet-groups, 2 from the first
category and remaining from the second.
Further in the second stage stratum-2, the
households were arranged according to the
means of livelihood. The means of livelihood
were identified on the basis of the major
source of income as 1) self-employed in
non-agriculture, i1) rural labour and iii) others.
The land possessed by the households was also
ascertained and the frame for selection was ar-
ranged on the basis of this information. The
households were selected circular system-
atically from both the second stage strata.

3.6 In the urban blocks a different method was
used for arranging the households for
selection. This involved the identification
means of livelihood of households as any one
of a) self-employed, b)regular salaried/wage
earnings, c) casual labour, d) others. Further
the average household monthly per capita
consumer expenditure (mpce) was also
ascertained. All households with MPCE of (i)
Rs. 1200/- or more (in towns with population
less than 10 lakhs or (ii) Rs. 1500/- or more (in
towns with population 10 lakh or more)
formed second-stage stratum 1 and the rest,
second-stage stratum 2. The households of
second-stage stratum 2 were arranged accor-
ding to means of livelihood class and MPCE
ranges before selection of sample households.
A total of 10 households were selected from
each sample block as follows

(i) For affluent strata/classes : 4
households from second-stage stratum 1
and 6 households from second-stage
stratum 2,

(i1) For other strata/classes : 2 house-holds
from second stage stratum 1 and 8
from second-stage stratum 2. Households

were then selected circular systematically
with a random start. Shortfall in the
required number of household in any
second-stage stratum was made up by
increasing the quota for the other second
stage stratum.

3.7  Work Programme: The survey period
of one year was divided into four sub-rounds of
three months duration each as below.

sub-round  period of survey
1 July-September, 1993
2 October- December, 1993
3 January-March, 1994
4 April-June, 1994

Period of Survey for the Four Sub-Rounds
Equal number of sample villages and blocks
was allotted for survey in each of these sub--
rounds. However in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands , Lakshadweep, and rural areas of
Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, the re-
striction of surveying the allotted households
during the sub-round period was not strictly
enforced.

3.8 No. of Villages/Blocks and Persons
Surveyed: The number of villages/blocks and
persons surveyed in different States and Union
Territories is given in Table 3.8. The
information relates to all the sub-rounds
covered. As reported in para 1.1 in Jammu and
Kashmir the survey work was undertaken in
the districts of Jammu, Kathua and Udhampur
only. The remaining 11 districts were not
surveyed. Therefore the estimates pertaining to
all India and Jammu and Kashmir will be
exclusive of these districts.
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Table 3.8

Number of villages/blocks allotted and surveyed and
number of persons surveyed in different States and Union Territories

state/ut. Villages / blocks persons
allotted surveyed surveyed
rural urban rural urban rural urban
(1) & G) “) &) ©) )
Andhra Pradesh. 496 368 494 367 21420 15912
Ar. Pradesh * 120 24 120 24 5133 834
Assam 344 88 321 88 16706 3784
Bihar 704 216 704 216 36575 10617
Goa 16 24 16 24 643 848
Gujarat 224 240 224 240 11849 10959
Haryana 104 72 104 72 6137 3124
H.P. 192 40 192 40 9808 1472
Jammu Kashmir 264 168 84 53 4626 2553
Karnataka 264 248 264 248 14202 11552
Kerala 256 184 256 184 11856 8181
Madhya Pradesh 544 328 534 326 28795 15924
Mabharashtra 448 560 448 559 22107 24277
Manipur 104 72 102 71 5457 3696
Meghalaya 112 48 112 48 5074 1897
Mizoram 48 96 48 96 2350 4371
Nagaland 48 24 48 24 2520 1171
Orissa 336 104 336 104 16653 4525
Punjab 224 200 206 198 11148 8779
Rajasthan 312 184 312 184 16846 8440
Sikkim 48 16 48 16 2066 571
Tamil Nadu 392 408 391 408 16253 16405
Tripura 176 56 154 56 6975 2316
Uttar Pradesh 904 448 904 448 52149 23098
West Bengal 448 336 448 336 23454 13509
A & N Islands 56 40 50 40 2656 1504
Chandigarh 8 16 8 16 336 537
D & N Haveli 24 8 24 8 1201 334
Daman & Diu 8 8 8 8 396 347
Delhi 8 112 8 112 244 4047
Lakshadweep 8 24 7 24 391 1343
Pondicherry 8 32 8 32 325 1462
All India 7248 4792 6983 4670 356351 208389

* 26 nucleus villages were allotted.
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3.9 Estimation Procedure

3.9.1 Estimation of Aggregates at Sub-Sample
Level : Aggregates are first estimated at sub-
sample level according to the following

estimation formulae, where P denotes the
estimate - based on one sub-sample - of the
aggregate of a given characteristic Y for the rural
sector of a state/u.t.

it

I < PiD'yi~ Hs
B=d 2D v

s Ns i psi t=1 hsit Jj=1

For the rural sector of Arunachal Pradesh,

=

D sit

] & 2 .
)a:zistiz tzymj

s Ns =1 =1 Msic j=1

For the urban sector of a state/u.t.,

it

Ns S % Hsi
ﬁ=Z*ZDsz‘2f2m

s Ns =1 t=1 Msit j=1I

where
y :observed value of the same charac-
teristic in a sample household
: stratum suffix
: second-stage stratum suffix
: sample village/block suffix
: sample household suffix
: number of hamlet - groups / sub- blocks
formed in the surveyed village/block
H  :number of households listed in the se-
cond- stage sampling frame
: number of sample households surveyed
: population of sample village as in the
sampling frame

T e oo o

o 5

N : for the urban sector, number of blo-cks in
the sampling frame
n number of sample villages/blocks
surveyed in this sub-sample
P : population of the s-th stratum as per frame
used in the selection of i-th sample village
of the stratum
N : for Arunachal Pradesh, number of sample
villages in the sampling frame for s-th
stratum which was used in selection of i-
th sample village of the stratum
D*: equals 1,if D=1
equals D/2,if D> 1

3.9.2 Estimation of Aggregates for the
Combined Sample (pooling sub-samples): The
combined sample estimate of an aggregate is
obtained as the simple average of the
corresponding sub-sample estimates.

3.9.3 Estimates of ratios : The estimate of a
ratio of the form R = Y/X, where Y and X are the
population aggregates of two characters, is
obtained as

At
X
where P and X are estimates of Y and X
obtained according to the procedure laid down in

para 3.9.1. Examples of ratio estimates are rates
and percentages.
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4.0 The 50th round survey, as mentioned
earlier, was conducted in 6983 villages and
4670 urban blocks of India during July1993 -
Junel1994. In the survey, information on religion
of the household was collected. Data on some
household characteristics and employment -
unemployment indicators have been generated
for the different religious groups. In this
chapter, the main findings are presented for
religious groups. The estimates of key indicators
are given for India and 15 major states with an
effort to give a more detailed picture at all-India
level. However, the discussion is mostly
confined to all-India  estimates only.
Comparison with the earlier survey results have
been attempted at the all-India level.

4.1 It is evident from para 1.2 of Chapter One
that the sample sizes pertaining to the religious
groups other than those following Hinduism,
Islam and Christianity are considerably small
even at the all-India level and are concentrated
in certain states/u.ts. Therefore, for the minor
religious groups (i.e. Sikhism, Jainism,
Buddhism and Zoroastianism), the state-level
estimates of an indicator classified by the
correlates will be subject to high variability
owing to very small sample size.  For this
reason, the estimates of broad indicators
pertaining to three major religious groups viz.,
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity are given in
this chapter for the 15 major states to get an
overview of the statewise situation. The detailed
tables are given for all-India only in the
Appendix.

4.2 Generally, the population estimates

obtained from the NSS surveys are found to be
lower when compared with those of census or
projected ones. The differences are mainly due
to differences in coverage and methods adopted
in the NSS in comparison to the census
operation. However, ratios obtained from the
surveys are expected to be much closer to the
true situation. Thus the marginal aggregates of
population or households presented may be used
only for combining ratios. Estimated number of
persons or households under any classificatory
characteristic may be obtained by applying the
relevant survey ratio on the projected
population.

4.3 Households and Population

4.3.1 Distribution of Households and Persons
by Religious Group : Statement 1.1 gives per
thousand distribution of households by religion
separately for rural and urban areas of the major
states and all-India. Similar distribution for
persons is given in Statement 1.2. It may be
seen that in rural India, about 86% of
households sharing 85% of population followed
Hinduism whereas 9% of households followed
Islam and had about 10% of population, a little
higher than its household share. In urban areas,
the percentage of households and population
for Hinduism were about 80 and 78,
respectively. The corresponding percentages
were 14 and 16 for Islam. Only 2 to 3% of
households reported to follow Christianity and
they share less than 3% of population. Among
the states, there was a wide variation as far as
the share of households and population among
different religious groups was concerned.
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Statement 1A: Per 1000 distribution of households by religion for NSS 50th and 43rd Rounds

India*
NSS Religion
Sector round Hindu- Islam Christ- Sikh- Jain- Buddh- Zoroas- others all
ism lanity  ism  ism ism trianis
m

50th 857 91 23 17 1 7 @ 4 1000
Rural (1993-94)

43rd 857 92 22 18 1 5 @ 5 1000

(1987-88)

50th 801 135 29 15 7 9 - 3 1000
Urban (1993-94)

43rd 795 136 32 16 8 6 1 5 1000

(1987-88)

Statement 1B: Per 1000 distribution of persons by religion for NSS 43rd and 50th Rounds

India*
NSS Religion
Sector round Hindu- Islam Christ- Sikh- Jain- Buddh- Zoroas- others all
ism lanity  ism  ism ism trianis
m

50th 851 99 21 19 1 6 @ 4 1000
Rural (1993-94)

43rd 850 99 20 20 1 5 @ 5 1000

(1987-88)

50th 782 155 27 16 8 9 - 3 1000
Urban (1993-94)

43rd 776 160 27 16 8 6 - 5 1000

(1987-88)

* excludes Jammu & Kashmir, (@ not presented as sample number of households are less than 20.

4.3.2 In order to have a comparative picture
between the two rounds of NSS surveys viz.
43rd in 1987-88 and 50th in 1993-94,
Statements 1A (giving the per thousand
distribution of households by religion) and 1B
(giving the per thousand distribution of persons
by religion) have been given for all-India. It
may be noted that in the 50th round, only 3 out
of 14 districts of Jammu & Kashmir could be
surveyed whereas, in the 43rd round, all the 14
districts of Jammu & Kashmir were surveyed.
Therefore, to study the change in the estimates
of households and population over time for the
various religious groups, Statements 1A and 1B
only have been obtained by excluding the
corresponding estimates for Jammu & Kashmir

from those of all-India of NSS 43rd and 50th
rounds. It can be seen that in both rural and
urban areas, the distribution of households as
well as persons had remained almost stable
between the periods 1987-88 and 1993-94 for
all the religious groups.

4.3.3 Sex Ratio: An important indicator of the
social condition of any population is its ‘sex
ratio’ (number of females per 1000 males). The
following table (Statement 2) gives the sex ratio
for three major religious groups during 1993-
94. In both the rural and urban areas, the sex
ratio is highest among the Christians (998 in
rural and 984 in urban areas) followed by the

Report 438: Employment and Unemployment Situation Among Religious Groups in India, 1993-94; NSS 50th Round



Chapter Four
Main Findings

Muslims (960 in rural and in 909 urban) and the
Hindus (941 in rural and 900 in urban).

Statement 2: Sex-ratio for major
religious groups during

1993-94
India
Religion
sector Hindu- Islam Christ- all*
ism ianity

rural 941 960 998 944
urban 900 909 984 905

*including all the religious groups

4.3.4 Average Household Size: While studying
size of households belonging to various
religious groups, it is to be noted that a
household may consist of a number of family
nuclei and so the size of a family may be very
much different from the size of a household as
per NSS definition. From Statement 3, it may
be noted that the size of an average rural Hindu
household was 4.9 - same as an average Indian
rural household irrespective of religion. The
size of an Islamic household was 5.3 persons -
above the national average and that of a
Christian household was 4.4 persons - smaller
than the national average. For urban India, the
size of a household was 4.4. Compared to that,
the average size of a household was smaller for
the Christians (4.1 persons) and the Hindus (4.3
persons). In the case of Islam, on the other
hand, it was above the national average - the

size being 5.1.

4.3.5 Distribution of Households and Persons
by Household Type : In NSS 50th round
(1993-94), each surveyed household was
categorised under an appropriate 'household
type'. The type/nature of work which fetched
maximum income to the household during the
reference period of 365 days preceding the date
of survey determined its household type.
Distributions (per 1000) of households and
persons by household type for each religion for
rural and urban areas are given in Statement 4R
and 4U.

In the rural area, ‘self-employment in
agriculture’ was the mainstay for all the
religious groups. About 39% of Hindu
households had to depend on ‘self-employment
in agriculture’. The corresponding proportion
was lower for the Christians (33%) followed by
the Muslims (30%). The proportions of
households depending on ‘self-employment in
non-agriculture’ were 12% for the Hindus, 23%
for the Muslims and 11% for the Christians. In
the case of ‘rural labour’, the proportions varied
from 35 (Muslims) to 40% (Christians).
Between the periods 1987-88 and 1993-94,
although the proportions of “self -employed”
households did not change significantly for the
major religious groups, a shift was noticed from

Statement 3R: Proportion (per 1000) of households and persons belonging to the self-employed and
rural labour households by major religion

India Rural
Religion
1993-94 1987-88
household type  Hindu-  Islam Christ- All* Hindu- Islam Christ- all*
ism ianity ism ianity
Households
self-employed:
agriculture 389 297 325 378 385 323 338 377
non-agri. 117 225 107 127 114 204 104 123
rural labour 385 345 404 383 403 373 405 397
Persons
self-employed:
agriculture 437 333 347 424 439 363 379 428
non-agri. 120 234 107 131 117 212 109 128
rural labour 352 318 394 350 366 343 394 362

* including all the religious groups.
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Statement 3U: Proportion (per 1000) of households and persons belonging to the self-employed and regular
salaried and casual labour households by major religion in urban areas

India Urban
Religion
1993-94 1987-88
household type  Hindu-  Islam Christ- all* Hinduism Islam Christ- all*
ism ianity ianity
Households
self-employed 314 481 209 337 309 486 183 335
reg. Salaried 458 271 536 434 468 305 498 442
casual labour 131 149 120 132 127 146 104 127
Persons
self-employed 360 543 236 388 359 534 214 389
reg. Salaried 459 256 551 428 467 289 561 436
casual labour 127 144 141 129 121 134 123 121

* including all the religious groups.

‘agriculture’ to ‘non-agriculture’ for the Muslim
household only. On the other hand, the ‘rural
labour’ households showed a rising trend for the
Hindus and the Muslims. In urban India, the
proportion of Hindu households depending on
‘self-employment’, ‘regular wage salary’ and
‘casual labour’ were 31%, 46% and 13%
respectively, whereas the same for the Muslims
were 48%, 27% and 15% and for the Christians
21%, 54% and 12%. It can be observed that
over the religious groups, though there was a
moderate difference in the proportion of self-
employed or regular wage/salaried persons, the
proportion of th