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.. . _ o [ RE/IIL/IV/186Q/2005/3RH0 ]
MINISTRY OF STATISTICS ANDPROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION o
| ~ RESOLUTION o

New Delhi, the 1st June, 2005

No. A-11011/1/2005-Ad. L—The National Sttistical Commission setup by the Government in Janmary, 2000 under
the chairmanship of Dr. C. Rangarajan to review the statistical system of the country recommended the establishment of a
Statutory National Commission on Statistics to serve as a nodal and empowered body for all core statistical activities of the
country, to evolve, monitor and enforce statistical priorities and standards and to ensure statistical co-ordination. The
Rangarajan Commission also recommended that the Commission be set up initially through a Government order with a
modicum of authority so as to evolve the legislation taking into account the ground realities and the emerging requirements
when it starts to function. In line with the above recommendations, it has been decided to set up the Commission initially
through a Govemnment resolution. Itis expected that the statutory Commission would be set up within a period of one year.

2. The National Statistical Commission will consist of -
(a)  a part-time Chairperso_n who is, or has been, an eminent statistician _
or social scientist to be nominated by the Government of India;

léee grjos o
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(b) four part-tlme Members, one each from the following fields, to be
nominated by the Government of India, from amongst the persons
having specialization and experience in - ’

(i) economic statistics in such areas as agriculture, industry,

infrastructure, trade or finance,
, (i)  social and environment statistics in such areas as population,

a | health, education, labour and employment or environment,
) (iii)  statistical operations in such areas as censuses, surveys,
statistical information system or information technology, and
(iv)  national accounts, statlstlcal modetmg or State Statistical
Systems
s Planning Commission 53 &x omaio o
(d) The Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
will function as ex-officio Member Secretary of the Commission till the
Chief Statistician of India assumes office. The Chief Statistician of
India, .the post created specifically as the head of the National
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Commission (Chief Statistician of India) will be selected on the basis of the
recommendations of a Search Committee duly constituted by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation for the purpose. The Search
Committee shall consist of
(i) Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission — Chairperson;
(i) Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India — Member: and
(ili) Two eminent persons who may be distinguished statisticians or
social scientists with an intimate knowledge of the statistical

~ system of the country — Members.
4. The Search Committee shall recommend names of three persons to the

Government of india for selection as chairperson and one of them would be
nomlnated as the chairperson. The Search Comm:ttee shall also recommend
names of two persons from each of the categones in-2(b) and 2(d) eligible to be

appointed as'Members and Chief Statistician respectively, and the Government
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of india shaii nominate one member from each of the categories under 2(b) as

Members of the Commission and appoint the Chief Statistician.

5. The tenure of the Chairperson and the Members shall be three yearé. The

~ status of the Chairperson would be that: Bfé{ Minister of State and the Members

. would be equivalent to Secretary to the Government of India.

6. The National Statistk:al Commission will perform the following functions:

(a)

(by

n
. e

(e)

(f)

()

(h)

to identify the core statistics, which are of national importance
and are critical to the development of the econbmy;
to constitute professiohal committees or working groups to
assist the Commission on various technical issues:

to evolve national policies and priorities | relating to the

statisticar system;

o evolve standard

classifications and méthiodologies in different areas in statistics
and layﬁde national quality standards on core statistics;

to evolve nationai strategies for the cd!lection, tabulation and
dissemination of core statistics, including the} release calendér
for various data sets; |

to evolve national strategies for human resource development

on official statistics including information technology and

~ communication needs of the statistical system;

to evolve measures for improving public trust in official

statistics; ,
to evolve 'measu_res for effective co-ordination with State

Governments and Union Territory Administrations on statistical
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activities including strengthening of existing institutional
mechanisms; o

(i) to exercise statistical co-ordination between Ministries,
Departments and other agencies of the Central Government;

3(j) to exercise statistical audit over the statistical activities to
ensure quality and integrity of the statistical products

(k) to recommend to the Central Government, or any State
Government, as the case may be, measures to effectively

implement the slaidards, siraiegies and other measures .
evolved under clauses (c) to (h) ﬂ

()] to advise the Government on the requirement of legislative
measures on statistical matters including the statute for the
National Statistical Commission.

(m) to monitor and review the functioning of the statistical system
in. the light of the laid down policies, standards and

methodologies and recommend measures for enhanced

performance.

7. Along with the establishment of the National Statistical Commission, the
Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) and the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSSO) will be merged into a single entity called the National

Statistical Organisation (NSO), which will function as the executive wing of the
- Government of India in the field of statistics and act according to the policies and

~ priorities as laid dowr by the NSC. The NSO would be headed by an Officer of
the rank of Secretary to the Government of India, who will be designated as the

Chief Statisﬁcian of India and he will a'lvsao»function‘as the Secretary of the
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Commission. He wili discharge the Iuncuons of Secretary of the Governﬁ‘nehr of |
India in the Department of Statistics.
8. The NSO will have two wings, viz., (i) Central Statistics Office (CSO); and
(i) National Sample Survey »‘Ofﬁce (NSSO). The Computer Centre, dealing with
~ data storage and dissemihation, will form part of the CSO. Thus, there will be
two Director's General of Statistics to assist the Chief Statistician of India, viz.,
one in charge of NSSO and the other in charge of CSO in the rank of ngher .
Admrmstratrve Grade-I (HAG-I) of ISS

9 The Natlonal btatlstrcal (,ommlssron Will-be serviced by a becretanat

headed by Secretary of the Commission who will be supported by an officer of

the Indran Statlstlcal Servrce in the Senior Administrative Grade and other
f

, ofﬂcrals

"IO.,( The Commission will have  the reqursﬂe autonomy to drscharge rts

functrons effectively and efﬁcrently In particular the Commission will have powers
to: '

(a) require production of any document which in the opinion of the
Commission will serve or may serve statistical purposes,
(b) require statistical 'age'ncies and institutions to provide details of -
statistical activities, including concepts and definitions used,
methodologies followed, quality standards adopted,_sampling and non-
- sampling errors, etc. in respect of ‘core statistics’, and
(c) reduire attendance of any person including‘ any public servant on
matters connected with core statistics.
(d) issuing notices for the examination of witnesses and documents or

any matters connected with core statistics.
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11.  The Commission will also
term programmes.

12. . The Commission shall prepare, for each financial year, its Annual Report,
giving a full account of its activities during the financial year and forward the.
same to the Central Government. The Central Government shall cause to be laid
the Annhual Report together with a memorandum of action taken on the
recommendations therein, along with the reasons for the non-acceptance, if ény,
sof any of such recommendations before each House of Parliament. Where any
recommendation or any part thereof concerns any State Government, the
Commission shall forward a copy of such recommendation or part thereof to such
State Governments which shall cause it to be laid before the Legislature of the
State along with a memorandum explaining the action taken on the
recommendations relating to the State and reasons for the non-acceptance if

any, of any such recommendations.

13. The annual expenditure on account of the establishment of the National
Siatisticai Commission inciuding salary and wages, domestic travel, office
expenses, hiring of accommodation, professional services, administrative

services and requirements for day to day administration of the Commission will
be met from a demand under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme

implementation and will be ‘voted’ by the Parliament.

A K ‘SAXENA, Jt. Secy.
(ADVT/IV/IV/186A/2005/Exty.]
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