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The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) was launched by the National Statistics Office in
April 2017 with the view of making labour force data available at more frequent time
intervals.

The objective of PLFS has been primarily twofold:

X to estimate the key employment and unemployment indicators (viz. Worker
Population Ratio, Labour Force Participation Rate, Unemployment Rate) in the short
time interval of three months for the urban areas only in the ‘Current Weekly Status’
(CWS).

X to estimate employment and unemployment indicators in both ‘Usual Status’ (ps+ss)
and CWS in both rural and urban areas annually.

On the basis of PLFS, Annual Reports are brought out which covers both rural and urban areas
and provides estimates of all important parameters of employment and unemployment in
both usual status (ps+ss) and current weekly status (CWS). Seven such PLFS Annual Reports
have been released with the latest report brought out based on PLFS conducted during July
2023 - June 2024.
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In the Annual Reports of PLFS, estimates of labour market indicators are presented on the
basis of the data collected during the period July of a year to the June of the next year, e.g., in
the Annual Report, PLFS, 2023-24 estimates are presented based on data collected during July
2023 - June 2024.

The samples of First Stage Units (FSU) of PLFS canvassed during the period July of one year to
June of the next year are independently drawn for each quarter before commencement of the
survey. Since the quarterly samples are drawn independently, estimates of labour force
indicators for a calendar year i.e. for the period January - December of a specific year have
been obtained by combining the data collected during the four quarters of the calendar year.
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