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Subcomponent 5.1: Human Settlements; and

Component 5: Human Settlements and Environmental Health

This component presents statistics on the

environment where people live and work, focusing on

living conditions and environmental health. These

statistics are crucial for managing and enhancing

aspects of human settlements, housing, access to safe

water, sanitation, and health especially in the context of

rapid urbanization, rising pollution, environmental

degradation, natural disasters, extreme events, and climate

change.

5.2 The Component 5 contains two subcomponents as follows:

Subcomponent 5.2: Environmental Health.

5.3 The Subcomponent 5.1: Human Settlements encompasses key statistics on the

basic services and infrastructure within areas where people live. Human settlements

include cities, towns, and villages and consist of the population, physical structures like

housing and infrastructure, basic services such as water, sanitation, energy, and

transport, and exposure to environmental risks. This subcomponent is organized into

five topics: (i) Urban and rural population, (ii) Access to selected basic services, (iii)

Housing conditions, (iv) Exposure to ambient pollution and (v) Environmental

concerns specific to urban settlements.

5.4 Subcomponent 5.2: Environmental health focuses on how environmental

factors and processes impact and change human health. It can be defined as an

interdisciplinary field that focuses on analyzing the relationship between public health

and the environment. It encompasses five topics: (i) Airborne diseases and conditions,

(ii) Water-related diseases and conditions, (iii) Vector-borne diseases, (iv) Health

problems associated with excessive UV radiation exposure and (v) Toxic substance- and

nuclear radiation-related diseases and conditions.

5.5 The statistics compiled in this component may provide indicators for the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): SDG 3 – to ensure healthy lives and promote

well-being for all at all ages, SDG 6 – to ensure access to water and sanitation for all,

and SDG 11– to make all cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable. Component 5

also contains statistics related to SDG 7 – to ensure access to affordable, reliable,

sustainable, and modern energy for all, and SDG 13 – to combat climate change and its

impact.
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5.6 As per Marine Fisheries Census 2016 India data, there are total 3,477 fishing 

villages comprising 37,74,577 fisherfolk population across 13 States and UTs 

(Statement 5.02). Figure 5.1 shows fisherfolk population at coastal states. It is 

observed that Tamil Nadu (7,95,708) has highest fisherfolk population followed by 

Kerala (5,63,903), Odisha (5,17,623), Andhra Pradesh (5,17,435) and West Bengal 

(3,68,816).

Figure 5.1: Fisherfolk Population at Costal States

Fisherfolk Population

12651

404180

795708

Source: Department of Fisheries, M/o Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying (Marine Fisheries Census 

2016 India)

5.7 The Statement 5.03 shows the distribution of households by major source of 

drinking water such as Bottled Water, Piped Water / Tap/ Public Tap/ Standpipe, Tube 

Well/ Hand Pump, Well, Rain Water (Harvested or Improved), Surface Water (River/ 

Canal/ Lake/ Tank/ Pond), Spring and other source. It shows that Tube Well/ Hand 

Pump remained the major source of drinking water of households in rural areas from 

1998-99 to 2019-21 and for the urban areas, the major source of drinking water is Piped 

Water / Tap/ Public Tap/ Standpipe for the same period. The Figure 5.2 (a) and Figure 

5.2 (b) shows the distribution of households by major source of drinking water in rural 

and urban area for 2019-21, respectively. 
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Figure 5.2 (a): Distribution of Households by Major Source of Drinking Water
in Rural Area, 2019-21
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Source: National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2019-21, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Source: National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2019-21, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
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Figure 5.2 (b): Distribution of Households by Major Source of Drinking Water
in Urban Area, 2019-21
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5.8 Figure 5.3 presents data on percentage of districts achieving Open Defecation 

Free (ODF) target. The percentage of districts achieving ODF has increased from 

18.45% in 2016-17 to 100% in 2023-24, possibly suggesting improved access and 

awareness to sanitation facilities.

5.10 Proper sanitation and a healthy environment are fundamental in preventing a 

wide range of diseases, especially those spreading through contaminated water, food, 

and contact. Inadequate sanitation and hazardous environmental conditions are 

significant contributors to the burden of infectious diseases. The Table 5.1 provide 

below shows number of cases and deaths related to key diseases. Acute Respiratory 

Infections has highest number of cases 1,93,92,926 and 5,132 deaths. Acute Diarrhoeal 

Disease and Typhoid were also widespread, possibly reflecting ongoing sanitation 

issues. Dengue and Malaria showed lower mortality but significant case numbers.

5.9    A well-developed road network is crucial for economic growth; however, its 

expansion may bring environmental concerns such as air pollution, traffic noise, and 

habitat disruption. Data presented in Statement 5.13 reveals an increase in road 

infrastructure, reaching 6,593 thousand kilometers in 2021-22 as per provisional data, 

a 41% growth from the 2010-11 figure, with surfaced roads accounting for 4,322 

thousand kilometers. The number of vehicles registered has shown an increasing trend 

from 142 million in 2010-11 to 354 million in 2021-22 (provisional data). 
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Name of the Disease As of Year 2021 (Provisional)

Cases Deaths

Cholera 1,707 4

Acute Diarrhoeal Disease 55,99,102 1,006

Enteric Fever (Typhoid) 12,35,591 329

Viral Hepatitis 1,68,437 1,838

 Acute Respiratory Infection               1,93,92,926 5,132

Malaria (till January 2024) 9,095 1

Dengue (till 17th September 2023) 94,198 91

Chikungunya (till September 2023) 93,455 -

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES)  7,114 266

Japanese Encephalitis (JE) 1,022 127

Table 5.1: Cases and Deaths related to key diseases.

Source: Central Bureau of Health Intelligence/Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health 

& Family Welfare.
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lzksr% lrr fodkl y{; jk"Vªh; ladsrd :ijs[kk çxfr fjiksVZ 2024] lkaf[;dh vkSj dk;ZØe dk;kZUo;u ea=ky; @Source:Sustainable Development Goals 

National Indicator Framework Progress Report 2024, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.
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lzksr% lrr fodkl y{; jk"Vªh; ladsrd :ijs[kk çxfr fjiksVZ 2024] lkaf[;dh vkSj dk;ZØe dk;kZUo;u ea=ky; @Source:Sustainable Development Goals 

National Indicator Framework Progress Report 2024, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.
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